Friday 11" September 2026

Welcome to Week 2

As we move into our second week of the new school year, it
has been wonderful to see children settling back into school
life so positively. The routines and expectations of a new term
are becoming familiar again, and there is already a lovely
sense of purpose, enthusiasm and engagement throughout the
school.

One particular highlight this week has been the start of our
Year 4 swimming lessons. The children returned from their
first sessions today full of excitement, eager to share their @

experiences and provd of what they had achieved. learning to
swim is an invalvable life skill that promotes confidence,
resilience and, most importantly, water safety. We are
delighted that our pupils have this opportunity as part of their
primary education.

I would like to extend a sincere thank yov to ovr Friends of
Minterne (FoM) PTA for their generous support in helping to
fund swimming lessons this year. The opportunities they
provide through their hard work and fundraising efforts make
a real difference to ovr children and are greatly appreciated
by the whole school community.

Finally, thank you to all parents and carers fo
r your continved support as we begin the new term. Your
encovragement, communication and partnership with the
school help to ensure that every child gets the very best start
to the year. We look forward to another busy and successful
week ahead.
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Minterne Messenger

Working together with
parents

NEWSDAY
TUESDAY

FUPIL
DIARIES

HOW WE COMMUNICATE WITHYOU (-

\\%&L K%ng you informed, connected and involved _Jf—é
«»

Parents/carers can view pupd boaks from
B:30arn. M you cannat attend, contact the
class teacher to arrange an alternativee tirme,

Infarmation on your child's Accslerated
Reader quizzes and reading. Parents
receive a ketter with instructions to sign up.
Caontact your child's class teacher if you
need ancther copy.

Recerd home resding (52 per week), notes
to tuachers or teaching nssistants, ipalling
and tables test information.

Camprehentive information about the
curriculum, newsletters, term dates,

Cantact teachars via your chilel's dinry
of amail the schosl office, Office wtafl
will direct your enquiry to the
appropriate person.

Emnail: office@mintoerne. kent.sch.uk

www.minterne.org.uk
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E ARBOR APP

lmﬂl.ihr

oach quiz

o (@) ons

f'_'_e.a.rﬂ,i,.w_g f_m‘ a h_f{_{l.mé

Letters and anncuncements, payments
mmmm:luﬁw
I yous haven't signed up yet, hook out for
tha Bk sont 1o you. Downlead the Arber
lpnluﬂtrupwd-lhmﬂ'rmrﬁhmq

wnaldy naws, safety advice for families,
and lacal events.

s your child's scadumic progress,
attainmwent, and gersral updates with the
class twacher and SENCO if required.
Parents can alio view pupil beoks in

T 3 ared Toem 5

Academic attainenent, progress,
genaral coenmanty, aed sttendance.

Toachers and Year Loaders share photes,
learning updates, and curriculam rews.
Parents can also share photos and
rrirwt from hoe,

Q
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(€0 TICKET SALES

Tickets will be available online from

8th September 2026 at 9am,

or until sell-out (whichever comes first).

Ticket sales will be available to families
at both Minterne and The Oaks.

Should any tickets remain, we will open
them up to the general public.

@ ONLINE TICKET SALES

Online ticket sales will close on

19th October 2026 at 8pm, however
if there are any remaining tickets,

these will be available to purchase

at the gate on the night.

~ We do however hi f.ﬁ.l'y recommnd ”

chasing in advance to avoid —
” g dr:fappomfnenf ~

The show will start at 6:00pm
and is expected to last
approximately 2 hours,

£12
£45
£50

FREE

[These children will need to be seated
on laps, if you would like them to have
lhmroum seal then a ticket must be purchtse{l.}

¢ FOOD & DRINK

We will be holding hot food and drink
stalls and Happy's Circus will be sellin
candyfloss, popcorn and circus merchandise

* 06TOBER

W:;lst mdotendeamllrtulfatil'rtahe
card payments, poor signal can cause
iel’ﬂfﬂl’e, cash is preferable.

cIRC X

BIG TOP LOCATION

The Big Top tent will be located on the Y
school field, therefore please ensure you are | =
wearing appropriate footwear, particularly

if the weather has been wet.

" w

I

BUGGY
PARK
ﬁEEA“

BUGGIES & PUSHCHAIRS

Buggies/pushchairs are not permitted

within the Big Top tent, therefore Happy's Circus
will provide designated areas outside of the
Big Top. These areas may not be covered so
please keep this in mind in case of bad weather.

WHEELCHAIR ACCESS

Happy's Circus is on ground level and
accessible to wheelchairs. Anyone requiring /) !y
a chair instead of a bench, please notify

a volunteer at the entrance gate. Y

s

£

J#  Please be aware that in the event of a refund
# being required (for whatever reason inc cancellation
= of the event) ALL platform and card processing fees

are NON REFUNDABLE.

@
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CONSIDERAT

PARKING

~ |et's keep our school cnmmumt
v mfa, happy and resPectFul

: I-I

PARK SAFELY
M INTERNE Eark c:urehﬂly andlllagallllg,r.
o not park on yellow lines,
JUN IOR . zig zags o COrners. i
SCHDC}L - il RESPECT OUR NEIGHBOURS JJf
learning tor o o Park considerately and keep
ol [ s s noise to a minimum.
a lifetime Let's be good neighbours.

DO NOT BLOCK DRIVEWAYS
Flease keap driveways r}
and access clear. F_
Someona’s home is
someona's safety.

THINK OF OUR CHILDREN S8

Park a little further away %0y
and walk if you can. P
It's safer for everyone and
a great way to start the dayl 8

Working together to keep Minterne Juniur Schnnl
a safe nnd happy place for nll

— Thank you for your kindness and consideration. =

e
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If your child has had a tricky
time at school, we want to
help as soon as possible.

PLEASE LET US KNOW
ASAP

Tell us what has happened so that we can provide support:

s office@minterne.kent.sch.uk
# Write a note in your child’s diary
' Speak with Miss Nunn, our FLO
Ask a teaching assistant on morning door
~ duty to pass on a message to the class
teacher

4
¥ WE CA‘N a’

HELP

Keeping your child at home after

an incident can have a negative
impact:

« Unsolved problems get bigger

» Friendships can suffer

« Missed learning makes it harder
to return and catch up

STAFF WANTTO WORK WITH
YOU TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD



KENT COUNTY COUNCIL

WANT TO SELL

RIDDLES ROAD GREEMN SIP[&CIE

gwswm hout.depend.trees

THIS IS OUR GREEN SPACE
ONCE IT'S GONE
IT'S GONE FOREVER —

WE CAN STOP THIS BUT ONLY IF WE SPEAK UP AND MAKE NOISE!

1. Complete the online response form
2. Email I-(CC: openspacelanddisposalnoticefeedback@kent.gov.uk
3. Post your objections tl estment and Disposals,
operty Strategy,
Dep ty Chi eFEet ive’s Depar
Kent County Cou L
Sessions Hn use,
Maidston
Kent ME.‘Ld 1XQ




THANK
“YOU’

We would like to say a huge thank you to all the families who
have sent in donations - your generosity is greatly appreciated.

As some donations were kindly dropped off at the office, we
haven't always been able to identify who they came from. If we
haven't had the opportunity to thank you personally, please
know that we are incredibly grateful for helping us provide
appropriate support for the children next year.

Can yov help?

WOODEN TOVS/PICTURE BOOKS

<R NEEDED PLEASE
L%
L Y
: %J
Wooden building blocks and construction sets
Simple puzzies ond shope sorters .
Wooden vehicles, animals or small-world figures. .

Play food, tea sets or role-ploy items _tr,“'
Stacking, threading or sorting toys e

WE WOULD BE VERY GRATEFUL FOR ANY
DOMATIONS THAT CAN HELP SUPPORT SOME
OF OUR CHILDREN JOINING IN SEPTEMBER

THANK YOU! Q
MRS SPALDING, SENCO \




htaps: fwwwourlivestv.couk/ocmat/



https://minterne.org/GDPR/Updated_Pupil_Privacy_Notice_May_2026_3__with_logo.pdf

Minterne Messenger Pal'ent InfOl'mation

fmm Iﬂy

Plcasc use this
link (0 view the
latest Summer
cdition ol (he
OCMXT Family
Magazine.

Have you emailed us?

We aim to respond to you
within 72 hours.

Staff do not always have access to
emails due to other working
commitments; many of our staff
run activities for our students both
at lunchtime and afterschool.
Itis therefore important to enable
all staff sufficient time to read,
investigate and respond to any
communication.



https://www.ocmat.org.uk/Family-Magazines/?utm_source=Summer+Family+Magazine+school+social+media&utm_medium=Social+Media&utm_campaign=Summer+Family+Magazine+2026&utm_id=Summer+Family+Magazine+2026

Minterne Messenger Pal'ent InfOl'matiOH

Thursday Ist October
at Minterne Junior School

A relaxed and informal chance to connect
with
other parents, get to know the school
community, share ideas, and chat about
school life.

Whether youTe new to the school or have
been here for years, everyone is welcome.

Come along for a friendly conversation and
a cup of teal

Owr Community Multi
Acadermy Trust

Upcoming courses designed especially for
our QCMAT Parents, Carers & Grandparents
in partnership with Kent Adult Education

Free courses on offer:

@ Supporting Your Child's Anxiety
21 September 9.30am (2 hours)

@ Exploring Behaviour Strategies
3 Nowember, 12.30pm (2 hours]

@ Supporting ADHD in the Home (4 week programme)
1,18 & 25 Jarwary and 1 Febiuary, D.30am (2 hauws)

@ Family First Aid (3 week programme with child joining session 3)
1,8 & 15 March 2027, 12.30pm (2 hours)

‘Wanue: Selling CE Primary School
Thee Street, Selling, Faversham
Kent ME13 8RO

BOOK YOUR PLACE
TODAY

© www ocmat org uk/Qur-Parent-Coursas/

Q' emma rannard@ocmat orguk




MINTERNE

JUNIOR SCHOOL ,

ADVENTURE
FRIENDSHIp
CHALLENGE

We're off to PGL for four
unforgettable days packed with
exciting activities, new
experiences and memories
that will last forever! ., ¥
&

- o=
L]

imia  DATES

T AM T 3 11m JuNE [ &

o ae-d Y 10 :

L B 14™ JUNE |1 EVENING Eyy
S J —

e

TEAMWORK CHALLENGE YOURSELF.
MAKE MEMORIES. g0
HAVE THE TIME | ¢
OF YOUR LIFE! & o
..--'"'-_-

-

= LET'S MAKE IT AN ADVENTURE TO REMEMBER! =

Deposits for PGL are now being taken, please go to
Arbor to make payment which will secure you
child’s place for PGL 2027

(Please note deposits are non refundable)



Minterne Messenger Pal’ent InfOl’matiOH

ITE
Wil 20

PRELOV

Good quality uniform,
great for your child,
better for our community
and our planet.

SAVE MONEY

BE SUSTAINAELE

e SUMMER HOLIDAYS 1 at
A Ldls Cl1ur h
' -Llnflmn ne d

1’0 all schools in Sittingbourne.

- Our Community Multi
. . g 5‘3 Academy Trust
. - W’;

Are you a working parent?

Do you need support with childcare costs for your primary
school aged children before and after the school day? You may
be aligible for Tax-Fres Childcare or Universal Credit Childcare.

Scan the QR codes for more details.
Upcoming courses designed especially for
our QCMAT Parents, Carers & Grandparents
in partnership with Kent Adult Education

Free courses on offer
© Supporting Your Chi

2 Seplember 930

@ Exploring Behaviour Strategies
3 Novembar, 12.30pm (2 hours)

& Supporting ADHD in the Home (4 week programme)
M, 18 & 25 January and 1 February, 9.30am (2 ho Fa)

Or callthe Kent Childran and Femilies & Family First Aid (3 week programme with child joining session 3)
% - = 1, B & 15 March 2027, 12.30pm (2 howrs)
Information Service: 03000 4123 23

.W Or email:
kentefis@theeducationpeople.org

:STP&RT | o vl
INLIFE HM Government O er




Minterne Messenger

Dates for your diary

Date Wkat’s happerirg?

WEDNESDAY 23%°

SEPTEMBER SKIP TO BE FIT

TUESDAY 29™

SEPTEMBER INDIVIDUAL PHOTOGRAPHS

WEDNESDAY 30™

SEPTEMBER FLU IMMUNISATIONS

CHILL AND CHAT (SEE POSTER ON PAGE

THURSDAY 1°" OCTOBER 10)

MONDAY 5™ OCTOBER BIKEABILITY STARTS YEAR 6

THURSDAY 8™ OCTOBER NATIONAL POETRY DAY EVENT

PROPOSED YEAR 4 TRIP TO MOAT PARK

TH
TUESDAY 13" OCTOBER (MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW)

PROPOSED YEAR 5 TRIP TO HEVER

TH
MONDAT1TOCTOBER | ¢ AsTLE (MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW)

www.minterne.org.u



Minterne Messenger

What’s for lunch?

Wosur child might be able to get
free school meals if you get any
of the following:

Ham Bap ...
Cheese Bap ...

Tuna Mayonnaise Bap...-

With
Vegetable sticks
Fruit

Mr Mourish Biscuit 1

ot Gamimon & Gravy

Jaskety with a {hoice of Toppings A9

__MONDAY | TUESDAY | WEDNESDAY § THURSDAY |

13 Aprd
& May
L bune
22 June
13 Julby
31 August
31 Seprember
12 Ocrober

Brcf Bolagnaiie Pasta 1
Cheese & Prsta Swirl 1.7¥

Iackeas with a Cheice of Toppings 7.8,9

ke Wedges
Seaional Vegetablel

iee Cream ¥
Bir Mounsh Bhowt 1 WG
Fuat Pats WG

Chieay Caubfiower Pasts LTV

Wegetsbie Busger in 2 Bun 1,5,6 WG
lackets with a Chaice of Toppings 7,89

Baked Wedges,
Caanads,
Peat

Haorey Cabe 1 & Custand 7
bir Meurih Bhosit 1 VG
Fruit Pots W

e Chili Beef
Tomato & Herb Ponne Pasta 1 WG
Jackets with a Chaice of Toppings 78,8

Rice
L
Mimed Peppers

Chick Poa & Spnach Biryani V6
lackets with a Chowe of Toppings 7.8.9

Jackets with a Chaice of Topgengs 8.9

e Mmairen Meatball & Gravy § VG
ackety with 3 Choioe of Toppings 78,9
fo— Rustic Roast Potators
—
Cabbage
Nz
Pespers

Tollew Tart 1.7 & Cuntard ¥
bir Mowrish Biscuil 1 V6
Frus Pon VG

Fraat Jelky VG
ir Riewustiehy Besouin WG
Yoghurt 17, Fruit Pots VG

Wheced Beef Cuiry ““;_:' - :M""c\'::"
Perto B Pra Pasta 1VG mOH
Ruytc Roast Petssoes
Brocooli
Carrots

Rice
Semonal vegeabies
Surmemer Trifle 1.7

Ar Mowrish Biscui 1 Wa
Fiut Peti VG

Aoenflake Cookie 17,16
NAr Nt i Besount 1 WG
Woghurt 5.7, Fruit Pon VG

BRUNCH
Chicken Fie 1 Peek Sausage & Bacon 13,6
Vegrtaklo Stir Fried Mosdies 1 VG O Vogrt skl Saunsge 1 VG
lachets with a Choloe of Toppings 789
Brunch Math Potstors.
Baed Bearn
Miusbroon B Tomatee:

Frait ey VG
WA Nt Besout 1 W0

Crenked Polatoey
Semoral Vegetatdies

ke Cream 7
Bt Mowish Biscuil 1 VG

Lackets with a Choice of Topping: 708

Lackets with a Choice of Toppings 78,9

Rige
Gregn Beam.
Canmots

Lhosolaty Deange Lake 1 WG
By Mossrish Blucwe 1 VG

Yoghurt LF, Frus Fot WG

Chigken Fajiea 1

Tomata Spaghett 1 VG
Jackety with a {hoice of Toppngs 789

Rice
Tomate Salv
Green Beam

Canrot & Orange Cake 16
Mr Meutish Bnost 1 W6
Woghurt LF, Frui Fot VG

Mdanghesiia Fiera 13,7V
Lasded Cajan Basn Wodges VG
laskets with 2 {hoice of Toppngs 709

Reginibow Rice
Sweetrom
Codesiae 9

Sulmana Cake 1 VG
Mr Nourish Bacut 1 W6
¥oghurt L7, Frug Fon V6

Larm Boky Poby 1,5 VG & Cantacd 7
Bir Mourah Bhosit 1 WG Fii Poti VG
Fewae Pats WG Foghurt B2, Fruit Pobs VG
1'Wheat Gluten 2 Crustaceans 3 Soybean 4 Mustaed 5 Sesame 6 Sulphites [Sulphur Dicaide T Milk 8 Fish 9 Egg ”
10 Peanuts T Molluscs 12 Celariac Celery 13 Nuts 14 Luping 15 Oat Gluten 16 Baskey Gluten VG Vegan V Vegetarian 8

Selection of Salads 9, Homernade Bread 1,3, Seme of our schools may use pie prapped potators of vegetables
on oceationd. These may contuin sulphites and celeeiae. Phaaga dizcuss with your manage:.

www.minterne.org.uk

FRIDAY

Fiah Firgers 1.8
Wisp Sak 1TV
backets with a Choice of Toppings 749

Chigs
Sweeioom & Feas
Coledrs§

Lemon Drade Beost 16 VG

eghun 3.7
Fruit Pots VWG

Salmon Fah Caie 18
Margheiits Pizes LTV
Jachets with a Ohoioe of Toppings 749

Chips,
Peas,
Grated Carret

Oaty Beow LIS WG

Feghun 3.7
Fruit Pty VG

Fish Fingers LB
(heese & Bean Pareed 1,7V
Jathoty with 3 Cheice of Toppings T3

g,
Peay, Babed Boans
Cucumber Socks

{aramed Cockie 1,7V

¥eghun 3.7,
Fruit Pota VG



Minterne Messenger

What’s for lunch?

%k
OUR SCHOOL IS

:NUT FREE!

\
We try to keep our school nut free
but sometimes items containing nuts / V 4
.} may be brought in, unknowingly, =
in packed lunch boxes.

W

To keep risks low
we ask all parents
to be aware and

to NOT SEND YOUR CHILD

with any food containing nuts.

o —— ——— T ———— - ——

NOURISH
GROW WITH US
Nourish, our catering company,
are made aware of all food
related allergies and their
allergens are clearly stated
on their menus.

- —
-

www.minterne.org.uk



Minterne Messenger

What’s for lunch?

Free School Meals
Important Update for Families

What's changing?

From September 2026, Free School Meals will be extended
to include:

v All children in households receiving Universal Credit

v/ No income threshold applied

This means more families will be eligible.

Why register now?

Even though changes start in September 2026, we encourage
families to apply now if eligible.

v Your child receives Free School Meals as soon as eligible
v/ Your school receives extra funding (Pupil Premium)

v/ Everything is ready ahead of the national changes

How to apply (Kent families)

Apply online tHTOTOIT RETt oIty counen.
www.kent.gov.uk/free-school-meals

It's free and only takes a few minutes.

Not sure if you qualify?
It's always worth checking — many families are eligible
without realising.

Compassion . Community . Inclusion

ﬁmo child M;}utenui Lo

CHOOL MILK?

Chdd‘ e CEuL:l
UNDER 5 fr"i OVERS

Children in receipt of benefits- based free sohool meals are eligitle
for fron schoal milk, Spask 10 the school far furthar infarmation.

Free & Subsidised

Register your child today!

REGISTER YUUR GHII.D TODAY

www.minterne.org.uk



Minterne Messenger

Atterdanrce

Minerne's
avendance solar
(this vear is 97 41%

EH&M
Sty
Agercy
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school? % R Good tendarce
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Minterne Messenger

EEaea

we would like to kindly remind all families about the
importance of being honest with the school regarding
pupil absences during term time.

Dear Parents

We fully understand that the cost of holidays during
school breaks can be significantly higher. As school staff
and parents ourselves, we appreciate and feel those
pressures too. However, attendance at scheol is a legal
reguirement, and school registers are legal decuments
which must be completed accurately vsing the correct
affendonce codes.

When children return froam hoelidays, they naturally want
to share their experiences and excitement with their
friends and teaching staff. Unfertunately, when a child
has been fald not to talk about their holiday becouse
the absence was reported as illness, this can create

confusion and upset for the child. It can also raise _
sofeguarding concerns for the school, as we have a duty §
ta ensure that all children are safe and accounted for at
all times.

Hanest cammunication helps us use our time and
resources where they are most needed — supporting
children’'s education and wellbeing.

We are nat writing this to eriticise families, but rather to
ask for honesty and epenness so that we con wark
together consistently and in the best interests of all
children.

We would also like 1o remind parents ond carers that
any planned absence from school should be requested
in advance so that it can be considered in line with the
sthaol's attendance palicy. If your ehild will be absent

due te a hoeliday during term time, please inform the
gehoal fruthfully se that the absence can be recorded
carrectly.

Thank vou for your understanding aond continued
support.

Mrs Amanda Adcock
Trust Attendonce Maonager

AV,

M

-

www.minterne.org.uk



Clubs and extra-curricular activities

The start of the new school year is always a good
time to try something new! here is the clubs
timetable for this term and will run up until

Christmas.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Gymnastics B.30-8.50 Reading Crew #.30-8.50 Reading Crew
(Year 3,4, 5 & 6) [inwitational) linvitational)
Mrs Packman, Miss Ferguion M Sears, Miss Ambury M3 Sears, Mri Homewood
{max 20} [from Term 2) [from Term 2)
Signing Chair Football
(Year3, 4, 586) (Year 5 & &) P—
Miss Rose Miss Hinde v O::nl "B_r:'“ Sports Leaders
L
String Club Brawing Club Miss Hinde ol
[Year S & &)
Miss Coles Football Mrs Falcke
(Year 3 & 4 mixed) —
Mos K “rhases Year 3,45 8.6
Team Bullding “::_:_S. " :I:r;] ' :::; Holnazs ) Dance Competition
(Year 3 & 4) [inwitation only)
Chaoir Typing Clubs
Miss HI
L (Year3, 4,5 & 6) [Year 3, 4,5 & 6) REEDe
Mrs Kirby Mr Angove
Ubbrary Club ibrary Club Ubrary Club W:'ﬂ?:il Ubrary Club
i+
(Year3, 4,5 &6) (Year 3,4,5 & 6) (Year3,4,5&6) Mrs Brunskil (Vear 3,4,5 & 6)
Athlatics Football - Bays Dance
(Year 5 & 6) (Year 5 & &) [Year 3, 4,5 & 6)
Miss Hinde Mr Phillips Miss Sullivan
Netball Fitness
(Year 3 & 4) (Yeara, 5 & 6) (Year 3,4,5 & 6)
Drama Club (small hall) Athletics Miss Hinde Mrs Gray Miss Hinde
(Year3, 4,5 & 6) (Year 3 & 4)
irs Skillen, Mrs Faleke Miss Hinde Dodgeball
[Year 5 & 6)
Miss Hinde

There are also many local clubs available to primary age children

including:

Sittingbourne rugby club - https://srufc.com/

Gore Court Hockey Club - https://www.gorecourthc.co.uk/junior-hockey-

information/

Sittingbourne Hockey club - https://www.sittingbournehc.co.uk/copy-of-

youth-hockey

Woodcombe Football club - https://www.woodcoombefc.co.uk/



https://srufc.com/
https://www.gorecourthc.co.uk/junior-hockey-information/
https://www.gorecourthc.co.uk/junior-hockey-information/
https://www.sittingbournehc.co.uk/copy-of-youth-hockey
https://www.sittingbournehc.co.uk/copy-of-youth-hockey
https://www.woodcoombefc.co.uk/
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	Minterne’s attendance so far this year is 97.41%

	Minterne Messenger
	www.minterne.org.uk
	Minterne Messenger
	www.minterne.org.uk
	Clubs and extra-curricular activities
	The start of the new school year is always a good time to try something new! here is the clubs timetable for this term and will run up until Christmas.
	Woodcombe Football club - https://www.woodcoombefc.co.uk/



